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A NEW STRATEGY OF SUSTAINABLE
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING
UN-Habitat presents a strategic framework for sustainable
neighbourhood planning designed to combat the negative
impacts of urban sprawl and rapid population growth. 
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FIVE
PRINCIPALS
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UN-Habitat identifies five key principles for sustainable
neighbourhood planning, which aim to create compact,
integrated, and connected urban environments.
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01: ADEQUATE
SPACE FOR
STREETS AND AN
EFFICIENT STREET
NETWORK
The street network should occupy
at least 30 percent of the land
and provide at least 18 km of
street length per square
kilometer. This principle provides
the material basis for sustainable
development by encouraging
efficient traffic and attracting
pedestrians and cyclists.
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01: ADEQUATE
SPACE FOR
STREETS AND AN
EFFICIENT STREET
NETWORK
The street network should occupy at
least 30 percent of the land and
provide at least 18 km of street length
per square kilometer. This principle
provides the material basis for
sustainable development by
encouraging efficient traffic and
attracting pedestrians and cyclists.
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02: HIGH DENSITY
A sustainable neighbourhood should have at least 15,000 people per square
kilometer (equivalent to 150 people per hectare or 61 people per acre). High
density is considered the foundation of sustainable neighbourhoods, helping
to prevent urban sprawl and reduce the costs of public services.
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02: HIGH DENSITY
 A sustainable neighbourhood should have at least 15,000 people per square
kilometer (equivalent to 150 people per hectare or 61 people per acre). High
density is considered the foundation of sustainable neighbourhoods, helping
to prevent urban sprawl and reduce the costs of public services.
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02: HIGH DENSITY - DIVERSITY
OF HOUSING UNITS 
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03: MIXED LAND USE
At least 40 percent of the floor space
in any neighbourhood should be
allocated for economic use. The goal
is to create local jobs, promote the
local economy, and reduce car
dependency by providing services
closer to where people live.
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03: MIXED LAND USE
At least 40 percent of the floor space in any neighbourhood
should be allocated for economic use. The goal is to create local
jobs, promote the local economy, and reduce car dependency
by providing services closer to where people live.
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04: SOCIAL MIX
Neighbourhoods should accommodate different income levels by
providing housing in various price ranges and tenure types. Specifically,
20 to 50 percent of residential floor area should be dedicated to low-cost
housing, and no single tenure type should exceed 50 percent of the total.

Heritage Strategies International 

Household Income (San Diego )Median Household Income
(San Diego )



04:
SOCIAL
MIX
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Neighbourhoods should
accommodate different
income levels by providing
housing in various price ranges
and tenure types. Specifically,
20 to 50 percent of residential
floor area should be dedicated
to low-cost housing, and no
single tenure type should
exceed 50 percent of the total.



04:
SOCIAL
MIX
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*Specifically, 20 to 50
percent of residential
floor area should be
dedicated to low-cost
housing*

Housing Costs (San Antonio)



05: LIMITED LAND-USE
SPECIALIZATION
To avoid single-function areas, single-
function blocks should cover less than
10 percent of any neighbourhood. This
principle acts as a tool to implement
mixed land-use and increase
economic diversity.

Mixed Use Zoning
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HERITAGE CONSERVATION SUPPORTS
SUSTAINABLE GROWTH 
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HERITAGE
CONSERVATION
PROMOTES
SUSTAINABLE,
VIBRANT
NEIGHBORHOODS
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THANKS
SEE YOU
NEXT TIME

hello@reallygreatsite.com
@reallygreatsite
123 Anywhere St., Any City, ST 12345
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